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SUNRISE – 05H15
SUNSET – 18H56
20ºC LOW
36ºC HIGH
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It’s hard to believe that another year is winding down and that 2020 is almost upon us. We have 
much to celebrate in 2019 with the lodge going from strength to strength, great guests, great 
sightings, happy family that awaits to welcome you to their home, great support and much 
more. Most notably – last but without a doubt not the least of was the arrival of Leon and Hilda 
De Wit this year as the resident’s managers of Safari Plains. They come with a huge experience 
and knowledge from many lodges in the lowveld. Their arrival has come with a very clear 
message that we remain a family and we continue to offer our guests the luxury home in the 
bush experience.

Stretches of soaring temperatures are interspersed with welcoming thunderstorms and heavy 
downpours, cooling down Safari Plains as new growth erupts, species fatten up and new 
additions are born.

The distinctive “chip-cherrrrrr” call of the Woodland Kingfisher is one of the first signs of the 
return of summer as migratory bird species make their way to habitats rich in food availability and 
favourable weather conditions. Having travelled great distances to meet their needs, this annual 
migration remains one of nature’s wonders, rewarding our feathered friends for their arduous 
journey with an abundance of insects and the perfect season for singing, defending their 
territory, and mating.
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Ongoing rainfall will fill up empty dams and drainage lines to form temporary streams that flow 
from one dam to another, which last from a few minutes to many hours.

This does wonders to raise the water table and rejuvenate reserve vegetation, supplying juicy 
fruits to a host of species. Already, elephants and buffalo have been seen wallowing in these mud 
pans, getting rid of parasites on their skin or simply cooling down. Nurseries of baby impala make 
for delightful viewing and photographic opportunities as mothers encourage their lambs to walk 
on wobbly legs and explore their new surroundings. Forever cautiously eyeing the surroundings, 
these energetic youngsters stay in close proximity to their mothers, staying out of the range of 
eternal opportunistic predators.
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I will never forget the first time I witnessed an impala give birth and watched the baby take its first 
wobbly steps. But nature can be both beautiful and cruel at the same time. Predators also seem 
to look forward to their arrival but with a more sinister intent; food. The abundance of impala 
lambs equates to an “eat as much as you can” buffet for leopards, cheetahs and lions.

The impala lambing season seems to represent the official start of summer. In a matter of 
weeks, the many impala herds dotted around the reserve almost double in size – and that’s no 
coincidence. Impalas are by far the most prevalent antelope species at Safari Plains and that is 
partly due to their breeding strategy. I want to share with some of the things you need to know 
about their lambing season and how it influences the behaviour of other animals, especially the 
predators.
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The thing that initially caught my interest about the seemingly ubiquitous impala is the question: 
what exactly makes them so successful? Part of the reason why impalas dominate the landscape 
here is that their birthing strategy ensures a relatively large proportion of them go on to survive 
to adulthood. It is estimated that roughly 50% of impala lambs will survive their first year, which is 
impressive considering how vulnerable antelope in particular are during their first year of life.

Once the impalas have survived their first year, their chance of making through to an age where 
they are then able to reproduce increases significantly. and so the cycle continues. With a 
strategy like this, it’s no surprise to learn that impala population has grown more than any other 
species in the Safari Plains and Lake Kyle area. Predators attempt capitalize on the weak and 
inexperienced newcomers to the wild world. Impalas combat the pressure from the predators by 
essentially flooding the market with young, and there are simply too many lambs running around 
for the predators to catch them all.

Within a period of about 3 to 5 weeks almost 90% of all impala lambs will be born, meaning that 
although many will succumb to predators, at least half of them will have enough time to grow 
strong enough and streetwise enough to evade predators.
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While the impalas do have a brilliant natural solution to ensure their population’s breeding 
success, predators too make use of this time of plenty to advance their own agendas. Since it 
takes about two days for a newborn impala to be properly comfortable on its feet, the young 
impalas usually lie hidden in a thick area while their mothers are off feeding. While it may seem 
cruel to talk about how predators exploit an abundance of impala lambs, it is part of the circle of 
life here in the wild African bush. Some solace we can take away from this situation is that due 
to the ingenious seasonal flood of young impalas, both the predators and the impalas of Safari 
Plains somehow manage to come away from the situation flourishing.

The bush is an unforgiving place, and the chances of a few-days old impala surviving without its 
mother are, well… slim to none. Depends how badly you want to believe in happy endings…Only 
nature can be that innovative!

As the year draws to a close we take this opportunity of thanking you for your ongoing support 
and wish you and your families a very happy and peaceful festive season and the best of 
everything for the New Year 2020.

Thank you to photos contributors, Riette Smit

That is all for this month. Enjoy reading the last and final guides newsletter for 2019
From Isaiah and Safari Plains family
Bushveld Greetings


