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SUNRISE – 05H42
SUNSET – 19H00
20ºC LOW
36ºC HIGH
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It’s always absolutely amazing to see the miraculous transformation of the bush as the wet
season arrives and the grounds burst with an explosion of green and colour. Dams fill up, and
the almost incessant din of frogs calling all day and night becomes part of the soundtrack to the
bush in summer.

We have also welcomed all those unique migrant birds that fly down from the north to enjoy the
summer rains here at Safari Plains. And, of course, there are the numerous impala lambs now
littering the savannah as they wobble their way to adulthood and navigate their first frightening
days in the bush.

It can be a little tougher to find animals in the rainy season as they tend to migrate away from
the water sources with all the extra puddles, dams and gullies that form through the Safari Plains.
But as is always the case here at Safari Plains, it’s never a dull moment and we are blessed with
incredible game viewing all year round.
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The lush greenery has drawn in buffalo herd from central reserve into the South Eastern side
of the reserve as they feast on the season’s bounty. It’s remarkable to see the effect that these
herd have on all the animals of the area – from the birds who follow in search of insects, to the
predators and all the seasonal dramas they bring along.

The cheetahs are regular sighted on the reserve. The coalition of two brothers continue to roam
the South and Western sections of the reserve. They are extremely relaxed with the vehicles and
it’s been wonderful to see how they have grown used to our presence.

WWW.SAFARIPLAINS.CO.ZA

Cheetah have a light bone structure, elongated legs and an elongated tail along with a thin
elongated upper body and smaller cranium to assist with this hunting technique using speed.
They also have extended claws which are dog-like for traction while sprinting and changing
angles. The distance of the chase varies is between 70 – 400m but usually a successful hunt will
be concluded within 200m. Spending hours in the bush is a privilege. Primitive feelings of our
inner, ancient self that we would otherwise never feel are brought to the surface. Feelings of
absolute calm, helplessness, excitement, primal fear – all within short spaces of time. There are
constant lessons that we can take from spending time in nature, through observing the resilience
around us as the days and seasons pass.

As the sun sets, so it will rise again. The new day brings a wash of fresh air over the landscape;
birdsongs fill the land with a joyous chorus; and the flowers open themselves again to splash the
hills in pastels of colour. There is always comfort found knowing what light lies ahead. New life
is to be cherished, as life is fragile. As much as we wish it were otherwise, life is short and each
moment with our friends and family should be cherished.

The resilience of the Warthog pictured above is testament to this point. Had to raise her babies
and make sure they avoid danger and survive until they grow up, she pushed through all odds
and survive alone. and she instinctively pushes on each day, to ensure the survival of herself and
her babies.
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In nature, animals do not try to be anything or anyone other than what they are destined to be.
Because of this understanding and comfort in being what they are and fulfilling their specific role,
nature is in perfect balance and harmony and we can witness it here at Safari Plains every day.

If you are knocked down, get up and try again. Eventually you will succeed. This mentality is
no better displayed by the predators of Safari Plains. Cheetahs and lions constantly fail in hunts.
Brown Hyenas steal about half of all cheetah’ kills. No resentment is felt. They simply move on
and try again. And they succeed.
Nothing can compete with the patience that the animals and birds exhibit. It is a matter of life
and death out here. Lions and Leopards are able to wait for minutes on end, with muscles
engaged, ready to pounce, without flinching.
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Humans can’t hold still for very long at all!
Birds like the hammerkop pictured above, or herons, are able to stand frozen at the ready, staring
into water, waiting for that split second when they must throw their head and beak forward to
catch their aquatic prey. Patience really is a virtue!

Nature will give each of us what we are willing to receive from it. We just need to open ourselves
to it, as we are part of it and nature has been and always will continue to be in complete
harmony.
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Thank you to photos contributors, Riette Smit and Vicky Lee Brooks
That is all for this month.
From Isaiah and Safari Plains family
Bushveld Greetings
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